PROJECT I4 VIRTUAL PROTOCOLS
CLASSROOM OBSERVATIONS
CLASSROOM PRACTICES

Equitable Calling On Using Equity Cards/Sticks

A virtual website supports equitable calling on.

https://www.gigacalculator.com/randomizers/random-name-picker.php

The old-fashioned way:  
· Make cards or sticks for students in the class (ES) or all your classes (MS and HS)
· Call on students using equity sticks or cards.
· If you have not been using think time, you do have to orient students to thinking.
· If first student cannot answer, ask that student to repeat question and call on someone for assistance.
· Call on a second person to repeat and/or add to what the first student said.

Remember: the order for equitable calling-on increases full student thinking and engagement. 
Question with Question word + think time (3-10 sec)--- then, pick student name.

Avoid calling on a student first by pulling stick and then asking question. That does not fully engage all learners as they stop listening when the teacher calls on student first. In rare occasions, a teacher might have a specific reason to call on a student first, but in general, should place name at end of question after think time.



USEFUL TEACHER QUESTION ‘TREE”

These tools might be helpful to teachers in moving “up” and “down” the cognitive levels of the taxonomy. Use judiciously after the conversation about the evidence
Adapted from Patricia E. Blosser Handbook of Effective Questioning Techniques

	WHAT
IS?

	WHERE IS?
WHEN IS ?
	WHO IS?
	WHICH IS?
	WHY IS?
	HOW IS?

	WHAT
DID?

	WHERE DID?
WHEN DID?
	WHO DID?
	WHICH DID?
	WHY DID?
	HOW DID?

	WHAT
CAN?

	WHERE CAN?
WHEN CAN?
	WHO CAN?
	WHICH CAN?
	WHY CAN?
	HOW CAN?

	WHAT WOULD?
	WHERE WOULD?
WHEN WOULD?
	WHO WOULD?
	WHICH
WOULD?
	WHY
WOULD?
	HOW
WOULD?

	WHAT
WILL?
	WHERE WILL?
WHEN
WOULD?
	WHO
WILL?
	WHICH
WILL
	WHY
WILL?
	HOW
WILL?

	WHAT MIGHT?
	WHERE MIGHT?
WHEN MIGHT?
	WHO
MIGHT?
	WHICH
MIGHT?
	WHY
MIGHT?

	HOW MIGHT?





ATTRIBUTES OF EFFECTIVE QUESTIONING

FREQUENCY
· Effective teachers ask many questions – slowly and distinctly – using appropriate question form and equitable calling on strategies
· Student involvement increases student achievement
· Student attention is focused by frequent questions
· Repetition and rehearsal increases student learning 
FORM 
· Effective teachers plan questions so that they do not ask multiple questions at one time that confuse students.
· Use question form with question words (see chart of question words)
· Declarative teacher statements carefully chosen with a question that follows can be effective if used with think time
EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION
· Questions patterns should call on ALL students equitably
· Lowered student achievement is the result of calling on students who volunteer and accepting call-outs/blurt-outs
· Direct questions to student by name but only after question and think time for all
· Expectations are communicated by question form and level of question
PROMPTING
· Teacher redirection can include moving from higher level question to probing with lower level questions to offer cues to student thinking
· Ask student to redirect question to another student, wait for response, and then check for understanding with first student
· Paraphrasing can support student understanding the questions and permits think time
· Teacher communicates expectation and ensures success by prompting same student
WAIT TIME/THINK TIME
· Should be 3-8/10 seconds, depending on level of question*
· Improves equitable distribution and responses from culturally/racially diverse students
· Students give longer and deeper responses
· Used in conjunction with Think-Pair-Share, gives student rehearsal time and operationalizes THINK time
· Voluntary participation increases; fewer students fail to respond

*If the teacher has not previously used TT consistently, the teacher needs to prepare students for a different form of question. Students typically are confused at first as this is new and need a month of consistent practice to shift to using the time for thinking instead of wondering what is coming next. 

