PROJECT I4 VIRTUAL PROTOCOLS
CLASSROOM OBSERVATIONS
CLASSROOM PRACTICES

ACADEMIC DISCOURSE IN ONLINE ENVIRONMENTS: Think Pair Share

The use of these ideas depends on the guidelines or rules for online learning of the district. 
In general, these strategies avoid calling on virtual raised hands and diminish calling out by students. Frank Lyman originated TPS in the 1970s; it is directly related to Vygotsky’s theory of learning that supports student dialogue as a way of increasing student learning. Termed intersubjectivity, when students can think, pair and write or talk, and then share with the entire class, important for having time to think, consider, and rehearse responses. The students are more likely to SHARE in the whole group once they have had time to engage in THINK and PAIR.

CHAT Think Pair Share
Many districts do not permit breakout rooms for students without an adult present; one solution is using the private chat for paired discussions. Prepare students to use the feature carefully. Tell them that we will think first, then we pair by writing a response to one other person. Then we will share and you will be responsible for saying what your partner said.

· Discuss “n-etiquette” for the chat and detail your agreements with students. 
· Discuss how to pair. Model with a student on everyone chat how this might work.
· Put students in pairs. Post on screen and have students write down the other student’s name as it appears on the “window”.
· Make certain the students know how to send a “private chat”.
· Have a private chat about something simple the first time…What is your favorite ______[food, color, TV show] and why is it your favorite? Students practice answer question and send to partner. Tell students to write in complete sentences.

Then you are ready for academic questions. Start with one round for chat box. Then move to dialogue – question 1 and then question 2, perhaps.

· Pose relatively simple question first…in writing on screen or in “everyone” chat box.
· Permit wait time for students to compose their responses. 
· Ask students to write response in “private chat” to partner.
· Ask a second question that may require more think and writing time.
· Permit wait and write time for second question.
· Ask student to write response in “private chat” to partner.
· Debrief with students about the process. Call on student to write in everyone chat box what worked and what could be improved. Then discuss as a group.


